Churches of Christ Salute You with a Herald of Truth: Substitutes of Brass by Willeford, James
Abilene Christian University
Digital Commons @ ACU
Herald of Truth Audio Herald of Truth Records
10-5-1952
Churches of Christ Salute You with a Herald of
Truth: Substitutes of Brass
James Willeford
Follow this and additional works at: http://digitalcommons.acu.edu/hot_audio
This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Herald of Truth Records at Digital Commons @ ACU. It has been accepted for inclusion
in Herald of Truth Audio by an authorized administrator of Digital Commons @ ACU. For more information, please contact dc@acu.edu.
Recommended Citation
Willeford, James, "Churches of Christ Salute You with a Herald of Truth: Substitutes of Brass" (1952). Herald of Truth Audio. Paper
194.
http://digitalcommons.acu.edu/hot_audio/194
:~\\I I I '/ // ~ ~ . • ~ ~ {9hurches of @hnsr 
·~Salute You -
----
. . . with a ------------· 
~ · . 
~ 
James D. Willeford October 5, 1952 
In the book of II Chronicles is found one of the most 
interesting stories in the Bible. Rehoboam, who had for-
saken the law of the Lord along with all Israel, was then 
King of Jerusalem. Because of their sins God ~ent a prophet 
to Rehoboam and the princes of Judah and through the proph-
et God said, "Ye have forsaken me and therefore have I also 
left you in the hand of Shishak." Shishak was the king of 
Egypt, and we read that this monarch came against Jerusa-
lem and took away the treasures of the house of Judah, and 
the treasures of the King's house. He also took away the 
,shields of gold which Solomon had m,?de. 
In the temple in Jerusalem Solomon had hung three hun-
dred shields of gold. He had beaten three pounds of gold 
into each of these. The three hundred shields were worth 
a half-million dollars. This glittering and enticing treas-
ure had intrigued every conqueror. of antiquity, but no man 
was able to take it from the house of God while His protec-
tion and care were upon it. It is no wonder that this 
Egyptian king considered his taking the shields of gold as 
his greatest achievement. 
God permitted Jerusalem to be ~ansacked because Reho-
boam "forsook the law of the Lord and all Israel with him," 
II Chronicles 12:1. So it was Rehoboam's failure that was 
in reality the cause of it all. When the king called the 
people back to God, and when he himself went to the temple 
for the purpose of prayer, those vacant walls, upon which 
the shields had once hung, haunted him. They had been put 
there by his father, and their absence was a constant re-
proach to him for his failures. So the troubled king had 
copies of these shields made, and since there was neither 
gold nor silver in the land it was necessary that these be 
made of brass. Thus a cheap imitation was made of brass, 
and these brazen shields were hung in place of the golden 
shields. Needless to say, brass is a poor substitute for 
gold. 
The lessi ns which might be drawn from this touching 
incident are I nnumerable. But let us concern ourselves at 
this time with many of the golden facts of Christianity 
which have been forgotten by some and the doctrines of tar-
nished brass which have been substituted in their stead. In 
the first place, the golden · fact of inspiration of the Holy 
Scriptures was a shield that hung in the heart of almost 
every profes~ed believer of Christendom. It was believed 
that the Bi-fn~ writers spoke as the Spi rit gave them ut t er-
ance, and that no prdphecy ever came by t he will of man , 
but that the holy men of God spoke as t hey were moved by 






the Holy Spirit. The Bible was accepted as the word of Ged. 
In the minds of many this belief has been replaced by the 
humanistic substitute that the Bible i s inspired in the same 
way that Shakespeare, Milton, and other great writers were 
inspired. It is now maintained by many that the men who 
penned the scriptures wrote their own opinions, and that 
what they wrote is their own interpretation of the Gospel. 
So it has developed that many today -- hundreds of preach-
ers included -- do not believe the Bible is the Word of 
God, inspired and revealed by the Holy Spirit. The golden 
shield of faith in the Bible as the inspired Word of God has 
been removed, and a human production has been substituted 
for it. 
Those who look upon the Bible as a human prod~ction 
forget the claims of the Bible writers who said time and 
time again that they were inspired of God. They seem ob-
livious to the many declarations within the Bible which say 
that it is the Word of God and not the word of men. Friends, 
we are convinced that the only way to account for the Bible 
is that it is Scripture inspired of God. 
The golden fact of the Deity of Christ was once widely 
· accepted by almost everyonewho claimed the name "Christian" 
but not so in the 20th century. Many today say they believe 
Jesus was divine, but so are we all! Yes, when the golden 
shield of the Deity of Christ disappeared from the wall of 
many churches, the worshippers made a substitute of this 
brazen replica. They removed the Son of God and replaced 
Him with a son of man. Thus divinity was replaced by human-
ity, and an imposter takes the place of a loving Saviour. 
And it is indeed a miserable substitute for the divine as-
surance that Christ is God's only begotten Son. It is not 
enough to believe . that Christ was a great man, and great 
teacher, or the smartest philO$pPher. He must be accepted 
ft>r what ·He sai"tl He was, the Son of God. Jesus said, "If 
ye believe not that I am He, ye shall die in your sins." 
The apostle John said the word of God was written that "ye 
might believe that Jesus is the Christ the Son of God; and 
that believing ye might have life through His name," John 
20:31. How can anyone profess to be a friend of Christ, 
.and a believer in the Bible ., and then rejec j. such plain 
teaching: "The world cannot bury Christ. The earth is not 
deep enough for His tomb, the clouds are not wide enough for 
His shroud: He ascends into the heavens, but the heavens 
cannot contain Him. He still lives -- in the church which 
burns unconsumed with His love; and in the truth that re-
flects His image." (Ec.hD(ard Thompson). 
The virgin birth of Christ was once widely accepted. 
Men believed the record God had given of the incarnation 
of His Son - - - that the body of Jesus was formed in the 
womb of the virgin Mary because of the direct visitation of 
the Holy Spirit. Thus the birth of Christ was a biological 
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miracle and He owed even His earthly origin to His heaven-
ly Father! This foundational fact ha~ disappeared from the 
wall of many religious groups. And •in the place of this 
golden fa~t there is a ghastly and brazen substitute of an 
illegitimate child. And then men wonder that the old time 
greatness and powerof' the Christian faith seems lacking in 
many quarters today! Why snould anyone disbelieve- the vir-
gin birth of Christ? Some say they do not believe it be-
cause it would be a miracle. Is there any greater miracle 
in God bringing life through one parent than in His law of 
procreation which brings life through two parents? One is 
no greater miracle,than the other. It is interesting that 
God chose Luke, a :+eputable physician, to bring the fullest 
account of the virgin birth. of Christ. As a physician, he 
would be the first to question this miracle unless he was 
thoroughly convinced that it was true. The angel announced 
that He would be born of a virgin. Mary, the mother of 
Christ, called Him her Saviour, Joseph was so certain of 
her virginity that he took her to be his wife. When Eliza-
beth saw Mary she addressed her as the ''mother of my Lord." 
God Himself explained the virgin birth by stating that He 
prepared a body for His Son, Heb. 10a5. The professed be-
liever of the Bible may as well reject all of God's word as 
to reject this part of it. 
In l i ke manner the golden shield of redemption through 
the blood shed on 'Calvary has been stolen by the Enemy from 
many a church wall. The Bible teaches that Christ died -
but it goes further than that. It not only teaches that 
Christ died, but that He died for our sins - - - that He 
died in o.rder to make an . atonement for the sins of the 
world. But the doctrine of the vicarious suffering and 
atonell!ent is distas·teful and obnoxious to multi tudes of 
this present hour. They do not like the idea of a blood 
·· religion ~ - Calvary is offensive to them - - the cr,oss is 
a st\,.1!11bling block. They say Jesus died - - certainly - -
but that His death was for the perfect example, or it was 
merely the death of a martyr for a great cause. And so the 
perfect example and a death of martyrdom are the substitutes 
pf brass that men of our time are hanging in their temples . 
,in the place of the golden shield of redemption through the 
.shed blood of the Lamb. The·se substitutes of brass are ac-
cepted in place of such golden shields as theses "In whom 
we have redemption through His blood, the forgivenessof 
sins, according to the r~c)1e- of His grace," Eph. 1117. 
"But God commendeth His love to us, in that, while we were 
yet si nner s , Christ died for us," Rom. 5a8. "Unto Him that 
loved us and washed us f rom our sins in Hi s own blood," 
Rev. 1:5. Instead of rej ecting t he sacrif ice of Christ , 
we should say with the poet: 
"On Thee alone my hope relies, 




My Lord. My Life! My Sacrifice! 
My Saviour! And my All! " 
Another golden shield of Christianity which has been 
bartered for a shield of brass is the physical resurrection 
of Jesus. A misty idea of~a spiritual resurrection has 
taken the place of His physical . resurrection.. The Bible 
record of the empty tomb, and the fact that Jesus appeared 
in a resurrected body mean nothing to unbelievers of this 
age. Nor do any of the other miracles of the Bible! They 
a,:re e~lained away on natural grounds. Thousands who pose 
as bell.evers in God see no miraculous element in the Bible 
and to them the things which are there presented as miracu~ 
lous were t~e pro~ucts of men's imaginations. The golden 
shield of B1ble m1racles has. been taken down by the enemy, 
and has been replaced by the brass substitute of humanism 
and naturalism. 
· . A f;w yea:s ago twelve hundred preachers signed an 
affirmat1on wh1ch declares that it i s not necessary for a 
minister to believe i n the inerrant inspiration of the 
,Scriptures, the virgin birth of Christ, the atonement the ~odily resurrecti on, and the miracl es of Christ. N~tice 
what golden shields are here named. The virgin- birth the 
atonement, the resur rection and t he miracles! What ha~e we 
left i n the Christian r eligion? I f t he golden shi elds are 
taken away, what remains? The answer is obvious - - - we 
have in their places substitutes of brass. 
The Bible has not changed ; nor has it been di sproved. 
We ask the world ' s s chol arship to br i ng one known fact 
w~ich makes the Bibl e any l ess credible now t han it~ 
n1neteen hundred years ago. The men who lived wi th Chr ist 
and observed Hi s miracles sai d, "Ye men of I sr ael , hear 
t hese wo:ds; Jesus of Nazareth , a man approved of God among 
you by m;racles and wonders and signs which God did by Him 
w the m1dst ~of you as ye yourselves al so know," Ac t s 2: 22. 
And again, "For we have not followed cunningly devised fa-
bles, when we made known unto you t he power and comi ng of 
our Lord Jesus Chri st, but were eyewitnesses of His Majes-
ty,'' II Peter 1:16. These men saw t he miracles of Christ 
performed, and they said there can be no doubt . They di ed 
testifyin? ~hat they spoke the truth. Unbelievers now deny 
what eyew1tnesses strongly affirmed to be true. 
~ven the contemporary enemies of Christ could not deny 
the m1racles performed by Him and His disciples. The Phar-
isees said, "What shall we do t o these men? For t hat in-
deed a notable mi racle hat h been done by them is manifest 
t o all them that dwell in Jer usal em and we cannot deny it " 
Acts 4al6 . Once a man in a Bibl e class said he found i t 
har d t o credit the accounts of Jesus ' miracul ous healings ; 
and t he teacher, a blunt, pract i cal manufacturer r eplied 
"I k . 1 ' never new a man who could create a machine who was not 
"'- 7 -
, ?> ) I 
I 
r/ 
able also to repair it." Then he told of watching a wire-
less control for an automobile, · the operation of which 
seemed almost unbelievable. He added, ·"If ,men can do things 
like this why should any man doubt the miracles· wrought _by 
the Son of God~" ·~· · · 
We talk .much about faith, and it is well that we 
should. It is not faith iri. the theories of men, but it is 
faith in Jesus Christ as th_e Son of God. If I believe in 
Christ, I believe all that the Bible says about Him, from 
His miraculous birth to His resurrection from the dea'd arid 
His ascension into Heaven. It is fai·th in His word that led 
me to repent of my sins and be buried with Him in baptism. 
Genuine faith in Him and love for Him will lead any sincere 
person to do the same. Jesus said, "If a man love me he 
will keepmy words: and my F.ather will love him and we will 
come unto him, and make our abode with him," John 14:23. 
John said, "this is the love of God that we keep His com-
mandments: and His commandments are not grievous," I John 
5 :3. 
Storm-tossed, troubled, tempted soul, will you hear 
the knocking of Christ's pierced hand upon the door of your 
heart . He will take hold of your hai:"~d and bring you through 
all the storms of life, over the wild waves , and past the 
dangerous rocks to your desired haven. He needs you, and 
you need Him. We ask you to obey His word and let Him come 
into your heart and life, today. 
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